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Reviews. 503 

SOME RECENT FICTION. 

Philosphy 4. A story of Harvard University. By Owen Wister. New 
York: The Macmillan Company. 

Owen Wister is perennially interesting, although never 
a person to be followed to actual conclusions. "Philosophy 
4" is breezy and vivid, and mens sana in corpore sano finds 
strong exemplification in Bertie and Billy's flesh and blood 
and bubbling spirits. From the general good cheer of the 
little volume arises even a touch of pity for the coach con- 
demned for life by fate to facts and figures only. The series 
of "Little Novels by Favorite Authors" was well begun. 

Horses Nine. Stories of Harness and Saddle. By Sewell Ford. Illus- 
trated. New York: Charles Scribner's Song. 1903. 

The sketches are simply and pleasantly, though a trifle 
mechanically, written. They present briefly pictures of horses 
of nine different classes, the most of them running the whole 
gamut of horse experience, a few ending in havens where all 
horses would be, and others finding ultimately from all indi- 
cations annihilation "in the glue factories and the bone yard." 
The book is evidently written from intimate knowledge, and 
if there were a little more vividness of style the appeal of 
actual fact would have been strong enough to arouse real in- 
terest in the animals and the prevention of cruelty to them. 
"Black Eagle" is the most spirited of the sketches, while the 
human interest comes out more strongly in "Barnacles" and 
"Pasha." 

Eleanor Dayton. By Nathaniel Stephenson. New York: John Lane. 
MCMIII. 

Mr. Stephenson's third volume opens, as seems usual with 
him, with the situation at a high pitch. Napoleon III. is in- 
troduced in the first of the book for the purpose apparently 
of sounding impressively the prophetic note of tragedy in 
the life of the heroine, a beautiful Cincinnatian at the time in 
Europe. The prophecy was uttered at a famous private dis- 
play of portraits, and was occasioned by contrasting the girl 
with her portrait, which revealed tragic experience as yet un- 
lived by her. From Paris the scene reverts to Ohio many 
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years before, when Eleanor Dayton was a "romping little 
girl upon the outside, wondering little mystic within." The 
author develops his story on his home ground, finally reach- 
ing the time of the opening chapters and then connecting 
his threads. The treatment is a little less smooth than in for- 
mer work and the volume seems crowded, but the interest is 
held. The plot turns persistently to the tragic, and yet 
clearly and strongly the growth of soul and the riches of 
spirit successfully triumph over trouble. 

The Pagan at the Shrine. By Paul Gwynne. The Macmillan Company. 
1903. 

This volume, while containing the story of the pagan at 
the shrine and of a good many other persons as well, is a 
medley of facts and observations which our author wishes to 
present to us — the result, probably, of much sojourning in the 
neighborhood of Santa Fe, "a city of some forty thousand 
souls in the south of Spain. . . . Their life was free from 
turmoil, and it even lacked incident; but it was uncursed by 
the demon of modernity, and therefore it was good to live." 
The story concerns a Jesuit of a college of Loyola near Santa 
Fe, and is the oft-repeated one of "The Scarlet Letter" and 
"The Silence of Dean Maitland," the confession being made, 
as in the latter-named book, in church, the priest falling dead 
at the end. There is apparently no purpose in the book, ex- 
cept to develop his plot; but it contains many ugly charac- 
ters, a great amount of tortuous intriguing, and murders and 
insanity thrown in. The narrative, complicated in itself, is 
rendered very difficult, as before suggested, by heterogene- 
ous matter — the account of the Passion Play, method of 
fishing, details of living, allusions, translations, and bits of 
folklore. 

Romances of Colonial Days. By Geraldine Brooks. New York: Thom- 
as Y. Crowell & Co. 1903. 

Historical novels and the publishing of diaries and letters 
have long made the people of other countries familiar with 
their ancestors; but this field has been comparatively neg- 
lected in America, our history probably being so recent as 
to have seemed to us valueless. That there is much of ro- 



